
Ekene is an experienced engineer with over 25 years in the 
Oil and Gas industry, most of which was with ExxonMobil. 
She has acquired skill sets across multiple disciplines such as 
Facilities Engineering, Reservoir Engineering, Cost and 
Schedule, Project Management, Business Management, Safety 
Management. 

She is experienced in leadership of large, multi-disciplinary 
teams, and has worked in a varied portfolio of projects 
ranging from <$5M to $1.9 Billion. Experience covers a wide 
range of offshore projects from risers, slot addition, pigging, 
platform restorations to pipeline replacements. Recognized 
consistently all through her career as possessing strong 
inter-personal skills, committed to excellence and flawless 
execution of team goals. She consistently demonstrates the 
ability to acquire new skills and take on new challenges.

Ekene holds a B.Sc. in Chemical Engineering from Obafemi 
Awolowo University. After a career with ExxonMobil, in order 
to further broaden skills, she enrolled in the Executive MBA 
program at the Lagos Business School. In October 2022, 
Ekene achieved the lifetime Beta Gamma Sigma membership 
due to excellent performance in the business program. Areas 
excelled in include Financial Accounting /Management, 
Strategic Management, Operations Strategy, Human Behavior 
in Organizations, Economic Environment of Global Business, 
and Entrepreneurship. 

She was a Senior Production Engineer from 2006 to 2009, and 
achievements included effective reservoir /wells surveillance of an 
18 kBD oil field, as well teamwork leading to addition of 16kBD 
oil via drill wells and workovers in the Asabo field.

Her experience in Oil and Gas also covered Project Management 
within the Nigeria Projects Organization (NPO) from 2009 to 
2017.
Roles that she took on within the Projects Organization included 
– Functional Business Manager / Cost & Schedule Supervisor; 
Business Manager for the Offshore & Revamp Programs; Cost & 
Schedule Lead for the Pipeline Program. 

Some accomplishments in NPO were - Supervision of estimate 
development and Project Controls for multiple projects, some
valued at $1Billion+; Successfully managed /led a multi-
disciplinary group comprising of Cost & Schedule, Contract 
Administration, Accounting, Document Control and Material 
Expediting teams to achieve team goals; Managed Organizational 
Structure and People Development; Partner and Stakeholders’ 
engagements.

She left ExxonMobil in 2019 after a long and successful career. 
Her last role was that of the Upstream Nigeria Projects SHE 
Manager. This involved stewardship of safety programs, initiatives 
and incident management across the office and over 23 offshore 
work sites for the Nigeria Projects Organization (NPO). 

Ekene is married with three children. She brings to bear vast 
experience, transferrable skills across the industry, ability to 
create value in an ethical manner, and a strong drive for 
excellence in all pursuits.
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Other notable educational achievements include Enterprise 
Leadership Program, UNC Kenan-Flagler Business School; 
Project Management Leadership, UNC Kenan-Flagler Business 
School; Project Management Life Cycle, Rochester Institute of 
Technology /edX; Pan African Executive MBA Module, IESE 
Business School; Advanced Contracts Strategy & Management 
within ExxonMobil.

As President of the Women’s Interest Network (WIN) in 
ExxonMobil Nigeria from 2017 to 2018, she chaired the 
flagship program ‘Introduce a Girl to Science and Engineering’ 
targeting female secondary school students in the indigent 
community. 
Passionate about mentorship, she has engaged in engineering 
career talks at Day Waterman College, Abeokuta and Meadow 
Hall School, Lagos. She is a member of the Society of 
Petroleum Engineers and hobbies include tennis, horticulture, 
cooking and traveling. 

WORK EXPERIENCE
Ekene started work with ExxonMobil, Eket in 1996 as a 
Facilities Engineer. She was the dedicated Facilities Engineering 
resource to the Inim /Enang offshore fields with a steady oil 
production of 30 kBD. The fields comprised of 2 Production 
Platforms and 7 Well Head Platforms. 

Ekene functioned as a Reservoir Engineer from 2001 to 2005, 
responsible for the 17kBD Adua field. Experience included 
reservoir /wells surveillance programs to sustain 17kBD oil 
production; reserves assessment; as well as core analysis, 
resination and preservation.
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